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IF THE SHOE FITS TO JOIN LOCAL  

CHARM CITY RUN FAMILY  
 

FREDERICK, MD – If The Shoe Fits is passing the baton to Charm City Run to continue its 

legacy of serving the running, walking and triathlon community in Frederick, MD. The store will 

join Charm City Run Jan. 1, 2017. 

 Owner John Kippen opened If The Shoe Fits in 2002, the same year that Charm City Run 

Owners Josh and Kara Levinson opened their first location in Timonium, MD. In addition to 

sharing a launch year, both stores support a similar sense of community involvement.  

 If The Shoe Fits began as a way for John to combine his 18 years of retail experience 

with his love for running. “At the same time, Josh had a similar history and vision,” shares John.  

“It became apparent that if If The Shoe Fits could logically become a part of Charm City Run, a 

community focused running store, there would be a healthy transition when it was time for me to 

retire.” 

 “John and I have a 15 year business relationship that evolved into a friendship,” shares 

Josh. “We are honored he picked Charm City Run to continue the tradition of outstanding 

customer service and strong sense of community that If The Shoe Fits has created for the 

Frederick area.”  

To ensure that the personality and local roots of If The Shoe Fits continues, John 

Leonardis will remain as the store’s general manager. “I can see that Charm City Run has the 

same passion for community and I feel confident that our mission will continue if not get better,” 

says John. Josh adds that Charm City Run looks forward to working with John to build on 

opportunities for runners and walkers in Frederick to train and reach personal goals. 

“I have great respect for the way John [Kippen] ran his business and paid attention to the 

goals of his customers and we look forward to continuing the If The Shoe Fits legacy in 

Frederick for many years in the future,” Josh says. 

 



 

About Charm City Run www.charmcityrun.com  

Charm City Run is a running and walking specialty company, that consists of five retail locations 

in Annapolis, Baltimore, Bel Air, Columbia and Timonium. Charm City Run Events manages, 

directs and times more than 90 sports endurance events each year.  VITA, which launched in the 

summer of 2015 in Belvedere Square, is an all-women’s lifestyle store. 

 

About If The Shoe Fits www.iftheshoefits.biz 

If The Shoe Fits is the Frederick area's only full service running, walking, and triathlon store 

specializing in athletic footwear apparel and gear since 2002.  
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